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A letter from film maker Josh del Sol

www.takebackyourpower.net

Dear viewers,

At this time of accelerated change and great unveiling on our planet, we 
stand at a crossroads. 

On the one hand, it seems like control-obsessed centers of power are becoming more brash by 
the day, progressively moving towards destruction of basic human rights and our life-supporting 
environment. On the other hand, the unveiling of such corporate agendas is serving to catalyze 
the awakening of people everywhere, who are increasingly asking larger questions, such as 
“What's truly going on here?”, “What can we do?”, and “Who are we?”

The exposure of this global “smart” meter agenda is a unique opportunity in this mass movement 
toward direct democracy and life-honouring freedom. Because almost everyone has utility 
accounts and thus meters on or near their home, everyone in society has a direct say in the 
matter. In making this film, I’ve also seen first-hand that this is a uniting issue, where people from 
all walks of life agree that there is something dangerous happening, which will pose a threat to 
life itself if no corrective action is taken. Our job right now is to combine the information about 
this harrowing issue with the inspiration to act and speak truth.

This is where you come in. 

By hosting a screening of Take Back Your Power with those you care about, you are directly and 
significantly helping make a great shift towards a better way of living: a way where all life is 
valued above a corporate profit, where we are no longer subject to having our good intentions be 
co-opted by corrupted power centers. In short, one where we have taken back the power that is 
our birthright. It starts with awareness, and this screening is that sacred seed.

I believe there's a larger wheel turning. I believe this corruption of power – which we are seeing 
so clearly now – is a passing thing. Whether or not one follows the ancient foretellings of a “great 
shift in consciousness”, it is now clear that with the great unveiling that is upon us, we have an 
opportunity to move to a better way of doing things if we can collectively sort out the imbalances.

On behalf of all those awakening to this higher possibility, we express sincere gratitude for your 
willingness to take a stand on this “smart meter” agenda and to spread encouragement to others. 
We are also deeply grateful for your instrumental donations that will allow this film to be shared 
with the world. We truly cannot do this without the energy of our community saying “Yes.” Thank 
you for doing exactly that.

Sincerely,

Director & Producer                                                                                                                  
Take Back Your Power



 

First things first. 

By hosting a screening of 
Take Back Your Power, you are 
helping to ignite a worldwide 
movement to make our world a 
healthier, safer, and more abundant 
place to live. Your work will directly 
impact thousands of communities 
who are struggling right now with the “smart” meter agenda. 

What does success look like? 

Everyone at the screening is inspired to take action - signing petitions,
joining the local movement and the community at takebackyourpower.net 
 At least 60% of attendees purchase a DVD, fueling the movement!
 

We are excited you are joining us. 
 
Now let’s get to work! Hosting a benefit can feel a bit big, but it can 
also be an incredibly fun, empowering experience. This guide will 
walk you through the basics of hosting an engaging, amazing 
screening that raises crucial funds for this important film. 

Inspire people to act at a 
crucial time 

Take Back Your Power 

A Quick Guide to Hosting a Successful Screening   

Who do I invite? 

Identify your ideal guest 
list for this special 
community event! 
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Where do I start? 

A quick step-by-step plan 
for making it simple and 
effective. 
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What’s the goal? 

What are you supporting 
and why is it so important? 
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• Hundreds of 
municipal 
governments have 
voted down "smart" 
meters? 

• The CIA has 
admitted its 
intention to use the 
"smart" grid to spy 
on citizens? 

• It is now proven 
that utilities have 
provided false 
information about 
levels of microwave 
radiation from 
"smart” meters? 

• In February 2013, 
there was a national 
revolution in 
Bulgaria centered 
on utility corruption 
and "smart" grid 
implementation? 

Did You Know? 
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1

WHO 

Gather your contacts. 
Brainstorm leaders in 
your community – 
politicians, health care 
providers, consumer 
advocates – that would 
be interested in this 
issue. 

WHERE 

There must be a screen 
and A/V equipment! 
Once you know who 
you’re inviting, the 
ideal place becomes 
much more clear. An 
intimate gathering is 
best at a home; a large 
gathering may be best 
at a small theatre. 

WHEN 

Choose a time and date 
that allows the most 
people to attend! 

Where do I start? 

2

METHOD 

Some people love email 
and facebook invites, 
others respond better to 
phone calls, and yet 
others want to meet 
with you face to face. 

DECIDE 

Which methods will you 
use with the different 
people on your list? Is it 
an email invitation? 
Phonecalls? Mailed 
invitations? All three? 

 

KEEP TRACK 

Track your yes’s and 
no’s so you know how 
many people will be 
present and can stay on 
track. 

INVITE 

The number one reason 
people attend events is 
because they were 
asked! Even people who 
would LOVE to attend 
need to be asked and 
reminded often. 

BE YOU 

Share your story and 
enthusiasm. Why are 
you supporting Take 
Back Your Power? Be 
yourself when asking for 
support. 

REMIND 

We live in busy times. 
Send reminders to 
people a few days 
before and driving 
instructions the day 
before.   

PLAN 
Get the venue  and 
date set as soon as 
possible. Do you 
have connections 
with a great open 
space?  

Decide how you are 
going to contact 
people and how you 
are going to follow 
up with them. What 
will make them 
excited to attend 
the event? 

Get ready to ask 
people to give. 
Giving feels good! 
Especially when your 
gift is changing our 
world for the 
better. Invite people 
to join you in 
something you are 
passionate about!   

IDENTIFY REACH OUT ASK 
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o Yourself  

o Parents 

o Sisters & Brothers 

o Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents 

o Cousins 

o Best Friends 

o Friends & Acquaintances 

o Facebook & Twitter friends 

o Coworkers 

o Neighbors 

o Fellow activists 

o Local alternative healthcare 
providers 

o Your boss 

o Local Politicians 

o Business owners you have a 
connection with 

Who should I invite? 

¨ Tech savvy person confirmed to make 
sure tech side runs smoothly 

¨ Reminder email sent day before to all 
guests with specific driving/parking 
instructions 

¨ Host confirmed (could be you!) 

¨ Panelist names and bios  

¨ Chairs and table for panel 

¨ Questions for panelists  

 

Pre-event checklist 

Three People to Have at the 
Screening 

1. Someone who knows how to work 
A/V equipment 

2. A Host to welcome + usher guests 
and introduce the film and 
speakers 

3. A donation and payment collector – 
               for donations at the door and 

                          DVD purchases 

How do I ask for Donations? 
Bill the event clearly: Tell invitees that this is a 
benefit screening for an amazing film that needs 
to get out there 

Know why you’re asking: If these benefit 
screenings aren’t successful, the film cannot be 
released to the general public. 

Ask at the event: Ask people to give in person 
right after the film is shown 

Ask again: After the panel/community discussion, 
remind people to give before leaving. 

¨ “Take Action” handouts printed out 

¨    DVDs for sale 

¨ Donation collection basket and a 
person responsible for collecting 

¨ TEST, TEST, RE-TEST: The 
microphones, projector, cables, 
sound, and computer systems all work  

¨ Refreshments provided (at least 
water) 

 



 
About the film 

“What if there is 
a trojan horse 

being installed in 
your home... and 
no one is telling 

you?” 
 
 

‘Take Back Your Power’ is a community-funded, 
public awareness documentary feature film which exposes the 
technocratic “smart” grid agenda, by which corporations are currently 
attempting to quietly assert the basis for further control in the lives and 
homes of the world’s citizens. The film will also focus on specific solutions 
– which are presently available – for humanity to leapfrog outdated ideas 
of control, and co-create a better future. 
 

This undemocratic global “smart” metering program 
is emerging as a truly massive issue with many areas of focus, such as 
greatly increased utility bills, decimation of privacy rights, an array of 
health problems from radiation, hacking vulnerability, corporate fraud, 
democracy vs. corporatocracy, uninsured fires/damage… and how the 
entire story fits in with the big picture on our planet. With this crisis 
comes tremendous opportunity. Human beings everywhere can come 

together and take back our power. 
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Please review this step by step guide to hosting a successful screening of Take Back Your 
Power! Thank you for your support, and your call to action! This guide is intended to walk you 
through some of the things that can make any gathering successful. We ask you to take what works 
and use your own wisdom to design whatever screening will best serve you and your community.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Here is a basic overview of the evening which can be altered to meet your community’s needs. The 
entire time is approximately 2.5 hours.

Welcome and introductions                    10 minutes
Watch the film                                        75 minutes (approximate)
DVDs.for.sale     .......10 minutes
Break       15 minutes
Discussion/Panel                        30 - 45 minutes

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

TECHNOLOGY
 * The pre-release Take Back Your Power DVD, and DVD player or a computer with enough 
bandwidth to reliably stream the movie.
    
 * For larger groups you might need a projector to show the movie on a big screen or a big 
blank wall.  If so, make sure you have the right adaptors ahead of time for connecting your com-
puter to the projector.

MATERIALS
 .........*.DVDs
 * Print outs of ‘Take Action: Simple Steps’ handout (page 14)
 * Pens
 * Paper - handy for notetakers
    * Water for panelists

 Optional materials:
   * Name tags - for larger groups that don’t know one another
   * Snacks - you can always invite others to bring these
 * Petitions & election information - if you have local action happening about smart meters,  
    this is an excellent place to gain support for these efforts

Before the screening
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED (Continued)

RESOURCES
Please visit the Take Back Your Power website at http://takebackyourpower.net/ for a variety of 
resources, which you may want to bookmark on your computer for easy reference during the pre-
sentation:
 - Video archive, includes hundreds of informative videos
 - Discussion forums and a worldwide directory
 - Research
 - Forms and examples of documentation
 - Film news and information
 - Blog featuring the latest info from around the world

GETTING READY

SET UP A/V GEAR

We cannot stress this enough: test the connections, cords, computers, DVDs, projectors, etc. as far 
in advance as possible. Have a tech-saavy volunteer present to help troubleshoot any issues.

GET INFORMED

If you watch the film before your screening , you will likely feel much more informed and prepared 
to host an inspiring discussion and offer reflective feedback to new viewers.  This is also helpful in 
case you get pulled away for a few moments to handle logistics.

If you have questions about the film, visit the website at http://takebackyourpower.net or email the 
TBYP team. Read up on what’s happening in your community. There are a variety of videos, blogs, 
discussion forums, links and other resources on our site that can help you be informed and prepared 
for the event.
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AT THE SCREENING

INTRODUCTIONS

Unless its a small and familiar group, you may wish to help build rapport and connection with 
everyone by having people introduce themselves. For larger groups, people can turn to their neigh-
bors on both sides and share what inspired them to attend the screening. For smaller groups, invite 
each person to share with the group their name, and what brought them to the screening.

PREPARE PEOPLE TO WATCH THE FILM  

Sample script:

Welcome everyone and thank you for coming tonight to watch Take Back Your Power. Thank you to 
___ for hosting this event.

I am ___ and I am thrilled to see this film because ______. The “smart” meter issue is very relevant to 
me because _______22M2epws2lmklp}2irgsyveki2}sy2xs2fy}2e2HZH2ejxiv2xli2wgviirmrk2

Just to give you a sense of the evening, we will have a viewing of the film now for about 75 minutes, 
then an opportunity to DO something about it right after the film, and then a small break before our 
panel discussion. This panel will be amazing: ___, ____, and ____ are all joining us tonight!

So, without further ado, please enjoy the show. 

WATCH THE FILM

Allowing the credits to roll and the film to end fully before turning the lights up allows people the 
time to reflect on the film, before engaging in discussion.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER FILM

.Encourage.folks.to.stay.for.the.panel.discussion..Remind.them.that.DVDs.are.for.sale.

.
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TALKING ABOUT IT:
HOW TO LEAD AN EFFECTIVE DISCUSSION

FOR PANEL DISCUSSIONS
Panel discussions are a great way to get community mem-
bers informed about the issues from a wide perspective.

1. Choose panelists: Three- five is an ideal panel size

2. Choose a moderator: Someone comfortable with a 
crowd, familiar with the issue but unbiased, and capable of 
managing different personalities is a great choice.

3. Panel flow:
- Introduce panelists (5 minutes)
- Ask questions, generate panel discussion (30 - 40 minutes)
- Q&A from audience (15-30 minutes)

FOR GROUPS WITHOUT A PANEL:
*    In small groups, informal discussion may happen on it’s 
own. If not, please use the ideas below:

*   Ask people to turn to their neighbor (for groups of more 
than 50, set up informal groups of 4-5) and share their 
answers to the following questions (3-5 minutes each 
person; HOST times it and keeps people on track):

 1. What was your initial feeling about the film?
 
 2. What in the film had the most impact on you?
 
 3. What questions do you have?

*   Call to attention and ask group representative to share 
any insights they had or questions that came up. 

*   Encourage people in audience to dialogue about the 
questions. Some may be answered by other audience mem-
bers; some may need more research.

MODERATOR TIPS 

Set up the table and have water 
for each panelist (nothing worse than  
a dry throat in the midst of talking)

Get quick bios from panelists 
beforehand so you can introduce 
them!

Don’t be too attached to your 
questions. Go with the flow, but keep 
things on track for time.

Listen intently to the panelists and 
gauge the interest of the audience - are 
they bored? Enthralled?

Watch for time and say the magic 
words “LAST QUESTION PLEASE” 
when the time is over.

Troubleshooting: 

If someone starts to dominate the 
conversation, interrupt kindly with: 
“I’m so sorry to interrupt you, X, but in 
the service of time, we have to move to 
another person. Thanks for sharing 
your perspective on Y.”

If people have questions that can’t be 
answered, encourage them to contact 
us and refer them to the website.
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TALKING ABOUT IT (Continued)

PANEL & DIALOGUE QUESTIONS

Sample Introduction for panelists:
Thank you all for sticking around to hear the panel discussion. I’d like to introduce our panelists:
First, we have [Name and bio]. Thank you, [NAME] for being here tonight.
Repeat for each panelist
Now, my first question is for [PANELIST] and it is: 

Below are some ideas to generate discussion on the panel or with the group after watching the film. Panel 
questions are best when they pull on the unique perspective of the individuals. Example: asking a healthcare 
provider how they’ve seen electromagnetic radiation affecting the ie patients.

 Initial Impressions: 
  • How do you feel after watching the film? 
  • What information surprised you in this film? 
  • What do you think is the most important take-home message of the film for you?
  • How have you seen smart meters affect your community? 
  • What beliefs and assumptions did the film confirm?  
  • What beliefs and assumptions did the film challenge? 
 
 Going Deeper:  
    • What was the most interesting part of the film for you? 
  • What do you want to know more about?
  • What do you feel is the bigger picture behind just "smart” meters?
  • What do you imagine would be different if we could tap into a source of free, infinite 
     energy? 
  • Can we make meaningful change within the political system? What are the limitations? 
  • What do you think are effective strategies for taking back our power? 

AUDIENCE Q & A 
Leave time for the audience to ask questions of the panel (and read moderator tips on page 10)!

CLOSING 
Thank all the panelists (round of applause) and thank the amazing audience. Remind everyone to (1) 
turn in their donations + contact forms and (2) take a ‘Take Action’ handout. 
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FOLLOW UP

THANK YOU for hosting this screening. Your energy, time, and care have helped bring 
this important film to people who want to wake up and help their communities move into a 
better future.  Below are the logistics of how to keep that great energy moving.

SEND GRATITUDE TO HELPERS

Please send thank you notes to all panelists, organizers, hosts, and volunteers. If you send us their 
information, we’ll send thank you’s too!

All attendees who fill out contact forms will be sent a thank you from us as well - please encourage 
folks to fill them out even if they choose not to donate. They will be kept up to date on all activities and 
issues regarding the “smart” meter agenda if they choose to join the forum.

CHECK LIST 

◊ Packet sent to TBYP with:

 ◊ 50%.of.ticket.sales

 (if.event.was.not.free)

 ◊ Exxirhii2gsrxegx2mrjs

◊ Thank you cards sent to 
hosts, panelists, organizers, 
etc.
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Take action: Simple steps

1. Stay informed and connected at takebackyourpower.net.
Do you want to see more research on these issues? 
A worldwide directory of like-minded citizens groups near you?
Join forums to discuss the issues?
Find this at http://takebackyourpower.net
Subscribe to our forum for updates on the latest research and action. 

2. Identify your meter.
Identify your existing meter. Is it analog, digital or “smart”?  Here are two BC-based links to help: 
http://www.stopsmartmetersbc.ca/html/?page_id=338 or http://emrabc.ca/?page_id=3090.

3. If there is not a smart meter installed on your home…
 (A) Be clear and firm in your non-acceptance of a smart meter. Send a letter via registered 
mail to your utility company. Templates are provided on our website at:
http://takebackyourpower.net/new-documents-to-prevent-smart-meter-install/.

The power company may attempt to intimidate you either on the phone, in person, or in a  
letter.  You may wish to craft a reply letter to their standard response (example).  Remember to not put 
up with any bullying or intimidation, and always correspond in writing.

 (B) Post signs and LOCK your analog meter.
Post signs to protect the analog meter on your home.  It’s been highly recommend to post NOTICE 
and/or NO TRESPASS signs adjacent to their analog meter (see links to examples on our website)
and LOCK IT UP! Tens of thousands are now locking up their analog meter, which prevents it from 
being swapped with a smart meter. You have a legal right to health, and freedom from being spied 
on.  Please see http://takebackyourpower.net/taking-action/ for information on how to lock your 
smart meter and where you can buy a lock.

4. If there is a smart meter installed on your home…
Via registered mail, send a Removal Demand letter (see links to examples on our website).  Add your 
own terms, give a specific number of days to perform if necessary, and clearly lay out monetary 
consequences if do your directions are not followed.  Documentation, and being forthright with your 
public servants is key.  A key point to understand is that you get to specify what you want to happen.  
There are many cases of smart meters being replaced with analog meters, for those willing to take a 
stand for their rights.  An option available to you is purchasing your own analog meter, and sending 
the power company “smart” device back to them. (See the video links on our website, “removing a 
smart meter” and “analog meter sources.”)
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